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Modern Ethnic: A Fresh Look for Your Quilts with Rayna Gillman 
Can’t resist buying ethnic fabrics but can’t decide how to use them? Love those Aboriginal fabrics, international batiks, 
and African prints but think they might not play well with the modern prints in your stash? Think again! Now you can 
mix ethnic and modern fabrics to give your quilts a whole new dimension! There’s an art to mixing ethnic and 
contemporary prints, but they can be fabulous together and this workshop will give you ample time to play, to 
experiment with new combinations, to see why some prints work together and others don’t, and to discover how you 
can give your modern quilts an ethnic look. Come and discover how ethnic fabrics can combine with solids and 
modern prints to set your quilts apart!  

Student Tools & Materials List 

• A variety of ethnic prints, if you have them. If you don’t, Artistic Artifacts has a wide variety available to you. (Please 
do not bring commercial batiks such as Bali or Hoffman). 

• A variety of solid colors (dark/light/medium) and “modern” or contemporary prints (small and large scale in a variety 
of values). If you don’t have them in your stash, Artistic Artifacts has a wide variety available to you. 

• 1 yard light-to-medium solid in a neutral (white, gray, black), or bring several 1 yard choices 

 NOTES 
I encourage you to work improvisationally, but if you have templates or a specific pattern for a modern quilt you 
would like to use, bring them — just in case. 

1. We will be cutting strips without a ruler into random widths. If you have already-cut strips, bring them. Or, 
bring 2½ in. pre-cut strips and we will slice them in class. 

2. For a jump-start, cut 4-8 solid squares in a neutral in any size from 4 in. to 6 in. and 4-8 rectangles in a neutral, 
either 4.5 in. x 6.5 in. or 5.5 in. x 7.5 in. 

THE USUAL SUSPECTS 

 Sewing machine 

 Masking tape or painter’s tape (to tape design wall) 

 a piece of batting approx 3 feet  x 4 feet to use as a design wall 

 ruler 

 fabric scissors  

 seam ripper 

 pins 

 rotary cutter & mat 

 threads  

 batting  

 optional, but if you already own, a small portable/travel iron & padded pressing surface can come in handy 

  

Questions? Email: rgillman@studio78.net  
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